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Section 1.0 Introduction 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

The Final Environmental Impact Report (Final EIR) for the Fontana Sierra Business Center Project has 

been prepared in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and CEQA 

Guidelines. CEQA Guidelines Section 15132 indicates that the contents of a Final EIR shall consist of: 

(a) Environmental Impact Reports shall contain the information outlined in this article, but the 

format of the document may be varied. Each element must be covered, and when these 

elements are not separated into distinct sections, the document shall state where in the 

document each element is discussed.  

(b) The EIR may be prepared as a separate document, as part of a general plan, or as part of a 

project report. If prepared as a part of the project report, it must still contain one separate and 

distinguishable section providing either analysis of all the subjects required in an EIR or, as a 

minimum, a table showing where each of the subjects is discussed. When the Lead Agency is a  

state agency, the EIR shall be included as part of the regular project report if such a report is 

used in the agency’s existing review and budgetary process.  

(c) Draft EIRs shall contain the information required by Sections 15122 through 15131. Final EIRs 

shall contain the same information and the subjects described in Section 15132.  

(d) No document prepared pursuant to this article that is available for public examination shall 

include a “trade secret” as defined in Section 6254.7 of the Government Code, informa tion 

about the location of archaeological sites and sacred lands, or any other information that is 

subject to the disclosure restrictions of Section 6254 of the Government Code.  

The Final EIR includes all of these required components. 

In accordance with § 15088 of the State CEQA Guidelines, the City of Fontana, as the lead agency for the 

proposed Project, evaluated comments received on the Draft EIR (State Clearinghouse No. 2020100256) 

and has prepared responses to the comments received.  The preceding Table of Contents provides a lis t  

of all persons, organizations, and public agencies commenting on the Draft EIR.  Section 2.0 includes  the 

Responses to Comments received by the City of Fontana on the Draft EIR.  It should be noted that 

responses to comments also resulted in various editorial clarifications and corrections to the original 

Draft EIR text.  Added or modified text is shown in Section 3.0, Errata, by underlining (example) while 

deleted text is shown by striking (example).  The additional information, corrections, and clarifications 

are not considered to substantively affect the conclusions within the EIR.  This Response to Comments 

document is part of the Final EIR, which includes the EIR pursuant to § 15132 of the State CEQA 

Guidelines. 

Responses to comments will be sent to all commenting agencies and individuals.  This satisfies the 

requirement of Section 21092.5 of CEQA to send responses to the public agency comments received on 
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the Draft EIR at least 10 days prior to Project approval.  This document includes responses to all written 

comments received on the Draft EIR. 

1.2 ORGANIZATION OF EIR 

This Final EIR provides the requisite information required under CEQA and is organized as follows:  

• Section 1.0 Introduction. This section provides an introduction to the Final EIR, including the 

requirements under CEQA, the organization of the document, as well as brief summary of the 

CEQA process activities to date. 

• Section 2.0 Comments and Responses to Draft EIR. This section provides a list of public 

agencies, organizations, and individuals commenting on the Draft EIR, provides a copy of each 

written comment received, and any response required under CEQA. 

• Section 3.0 Errata to the Draft EIR. This section details changes to the Draft EIR. 

1.3 CEQA PROCESS SUMMARY 

The Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) is an informational document intended to inform the 

public and decision-makers about the environmental consequences of the proposed Fontana Sierra 

Business Center Project (proposed Project). The Project involves the development of an approximately 

705,735-square foot warehouse building within an approximately 32-net acre site, with associated 

facilities and improvements including approximately 4,500 square feet of 1st floor office space, vehicle 

parking, loading dock doors, trailer parking, on-site landscaping, and related on-site and off-site 

improvements. The expected building height is approximately 49’ 6” and the Project’s proposed building 

will have a maximum Floor Area Ratio (FAR) of approximately .50.  

The Project site will provide landscaping on approximately 19.0 percent (133,069-square-feet) of Project  

site. Project construction is anticipated to take occur in one phase, starting the second half of 2021 and 

culminating the second half of 2022. 

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines § 15082, the City circulated a Notice of Preparation (NOP) advising public 

agencies, special districts, and members of the public who had requested such notice that an EIR for the 

proposed Project was being prepared.  The NOP was distributed on October 8, 2020 and 

October 9, 2020 with a 30-day public review period ending on November 9, 2020. The NOP and 

comment letters received are provided in Appendix A, Notice of Preparation and Scoping Meeting 

Notice of the Draft EIR.  

After receiving public comments on the NOP, the proposed Project was analyzed for its potential to 

result in environmental impacts. Impacts were evaluated in accordance with the significance criteria 

developed by the City that are based on criteria presented in Appendix G, “Environmental Checklist 

Form,” of the CEQA Guidelines. The criteria in the Environmental Checklist (checklist), was used to 

determine if the proposed Project would result in, “no impact,” “less than significant impact,” “less than 

significant impact with mitigation measures,” or potentially significant impact” to a particular 

environmental resource.  
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The Draft EIR describes the existing environmental resources on the Project site and in the vicinity of the 

Project site, analyzes potential impacts on those resources that would or could occur upon initiation of 

the proposed Project, and identifies mitigation measures that could avoid or reduce the magnitude of 

those impacts determined to be significant. The environmental impacts evaluated in the Draft EIR 

concern several subject areas, including aesthetics, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, 

energy/energy conservation, geology and soils, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards and hazardous 

materials, hydrology and water quality, land use and planning, noise, public services, transportation,  

tribal cultural resources, utilities and service systems, and wildfire. As noted in the preceding paragraph,  

public comments were received during the NOP process and included written letters provided to the 

City during public meetings.  A copy of the letters with the NOP is provided in Appendix A to the 

Draft EIR. The comments were used, as intended, to help inform the discussion of the Draft EIR and help 

determine the scope and framework of certain topical discussions.   

When the Draft EIR was completed, it was circulated for public review pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 

§ 15087.  The 45-day public review for the Draft Environmental Impact Report began on May 7, 2021 

and ended on June 21, 2021.  All comment letters received during the 45-day public review period 

previously mentioned are included in this Final EIR.  Additionally, a public meeting with the Fontana 

Planning Commission was held for the proposed Project on May 18, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.  A total of 40 

speakers commented on the Project at the Planning Commission hearing.  

As set forth in more detail in the Responses to Comments and Errata, none of the clarifications or 

amplifications set forth herein change the significance conclusions presented in the Draft EIR or 

substantially alters the analysis presented for public review.  Furthermore, the Draft EIR circulated for 

public review was fully adequate under CEQA such that meaningful public review was not precluded.  

Thus, the clarifications provided in the Responses to Comments and Errata do not constitute significant 

new information that might trigger recirculation. 

1.4 CHANGES TO THE DRAFT EIR 

Section 3.0, Errata to the Draft EIR details the changes to the Draft EIR. Most of the changes to the 

Draft EIR represent clarifications to the existing content.  Added or modified text is shown in Section 3.0,  

Errata, by underlining (example) while deleted text is shown by striking (example).   
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